Germinoma with syncytiotrophoblastic giant cells recurring 13 years after radiotherapy for a pineal germinoma--case report.
A 28-year-old man presented with progressive mental deterioration. Thirteen years earlier he had undergone radiation therapy for a pineal germinoma. Neuroimaging showed a homogeneously enhanced mass lesion along the ventricular wall. The cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) level of human chorionic gonadotropin (HCG) was high. Endoscopic biopsy revealed that the tumor was a two-cell pattern germinoma. The diagnosis was germinoma with syncytiotrophoblastic giant cells (STGC). He first received three cycles of chemotherapy with carboplatin and etoposide and then two cycles with ifosfamide, cisplatin, and etoposide. Subsequently, the tumor size decreased markedly and the CSF level of HCG returned to normal. However, he died 22 months after the recurrence. Histological verification and measurement of tumor markers are necessary for the optimum treatment of germ cell tumors. Adequate initial chemotherapy and long-term follow up are essential for patients with germinoma with STGC.